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 1 No one knows exactly when vodka 
originated. The first written mention  
of the drink was in 1405, in Poland.

 2Vodka was first made in 
Eastern Europe; Russia and 

Poland both claim birthright. 

 3 Russians are the greatest consumers (on 
average they drink 17.3 shots a month). 

 4 Traditional vodka is made  
from fermented grain or 
potato, filtered through 

charcoal, then diluted with water. 

 5Leading brands distil 
industrial quantities of  

vodka in assembly-line factories. 
Artisan producers make 
batches in copper stills.

 6
Purists drink it neat and 
unflavoured; infusions range 
from berry to bison grass.

 7You’ll rarely catch a Russian 
ordering a cosmopolitan.  

Vladimir Smirnoff introduced  
vodka cocktails to the West in the 
1920s – but his homeland prefers  
shot, not martini, glasses. 

 8 Vodka quality depends on 
distillation, frequency of 

filtration and water purity.

 9A spike in vodka consumption 
in 1962 was attributed to 

the release of Dr No, in which 
Sean Connery drinks 007’s 
inaugural “shaken not 
stirred” Smirnoff martini.

 10 
When Absolut first launched, 
nobody believed in the 

selling power of Swedish vodka. 
Now it sells 11.6 million cases a year. 

 11Absolut’s success was partly due to its 
advertising campaign. The first ad, 

‘Absolut Perfection’, ran in 1981. Decades 
and 1,500 iterations later, it was voted one 
of the top ten campaigns of all time. 

21  13 Filtered through crushed gems, 
Billionaire Vodka is the world’s 

most expensive. The gold, diamond-
studded bottle costs £2.25 million.

14Want to 
improve 

your mixing skills? 
Try apps such as 

Drinkspiration. 

 15
In 1941, two 
businessmen met at  
a pub in LA. One had 
surplus vodka, the 

other had crate-loads of ginger beer. 
They mixed them with lime and mint,  
and invented the Moscow mule.

 16Crowned World’s Best Vodka  
at this year’s prestigious San 

Francisco World Spirits Competition, 
New York’s Abner Doubleday’s Double 
Play is named after the inventor of 

baseball and sold in glass 
replica baseballs. 

 17Dorset-based Black Cow 
is the world’s only pure 

milk vodka, and has fans in Mark 
Hix and Jamie Oliver. Sample it 
in Fifteen’s orange and vanilla 
mootini or the Hix dirty cow.

 18Vodka played its part in the royal 
wedding: within the palace’s 

candlelit courtyard, the Duke and Duchess 
of Cambridge’s closest guests were 
served pre-dinner elderflower martinis.

 19 Vodka makes brilliant 
gravadlax. Find a recipe  
at waitrose.com and add  

a glug to the marinade. 

 20What makes the best 
bloody mary? Serious 

spice, according to London  
hot spot Ginger & White.  
That means celery salt round  
the glass rim, with tomato 
 juice and Tabasco and 
Worcestershire sauces. 

 21Creativity and a Kilner jar are  
all you 

need to make 
flavoured 
vodkas. Try The 
River Cottage 
Handbook No.12 
Booze’s recipe for 
chestnut vodka.

things you 
need to 

know about

vodka
Neat, on the rocks 
or flavoured – here’s 
our guide to the world’s 
most versatile spirit
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  Cocktails

Starred in Ghostbusters? Launch your 
own vodka. Dan Aykroyd’s filtered 

Crystal Head comes in skull-shaped 
bottles. Bill Murray, meanwhile,  
has invested in Slovenia Vodka.
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